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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, US, UN, UK, UR 

SUBJECT: PRESS COVERAGE ON CUT-OFF OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS MA- 
TERIALS 

REF: LONDON 2787 STATE 54218 

1 . NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE APRIL 3 REPORTED THAT DEFENSE 
SECRETARY BROWN HAS EXPRESSED CONCERN TO THE WHITE HOUSE 
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OVER A STATE DEPARTMENT/ACDA PROPOSAL CALLING FOR A 
STUDY ON THE POSSIBILITY OF NEGOTIATING AN AGREEMENT 
BANNING THE PRODUCTION OF MATERIALS FOR NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE TIMES, SECRETARY BROWN NOTED THAT 
THE PENTAGON SHOULD HAVE BEEN CONSULTED BEFORE THE PRO- 
POSAL WAS FORWARDED TO THE WHITE HOUSE AND THAT A 
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MATERIALS CUT-OFF AT THIS TIME COULD PRECLUDE THE AC- 
QUISITION OF ADEQUATE WEAPONS EVEN IF SALT TWO WERE TO BE 
ACHIEVED. 

3. THERE FOLLOWS VERBATIM TEXT OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
ON THIS SUBJECT AT THE DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING APRIL 3. 
DEPARTMENT'S PREPARED FOLLOW-UP TO TWO QUESTIONS TAKEN 
AT THE BRIEFING IS ALSO PROVIDED: 

Q TOM, ARE YOU BRIEFED AT ALL ON THE REPORTED DIS- 
PUTE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE PENTAGON - 
NAMELY, SECRETARY BROWN - CONCERNING A PROPOSAL BY 
SECRETARY VANCE TO THE WHITE HOUSE TO BAN A PRODUCTIONOF 
MATERIAL USED IN NUCLEAR WEAPONS? 

A ALL SECRETARY VANCE REQUESTED WAS THE COMMISSIONING 
OF AN INTERAGENCY STUDY. HE RECOGNIZES THAT THERE ARE 
GOOD ARGUMENTS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE QUESTION. THE 
SECRETARY THINKS THAT THIS - 

Q COULD YOU GO A LITTLE SLOWER, PLEASE? 

A YES 

THE SECRETARY - THAT IS, SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE - 
THINKS THAT THIS COULD BE A GOOD IDEA, BUT HE WOULD 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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NATURALLY AWAIT THE RESULTS OF THE PROPOSED STUDY. HE 
HAS NOT MADE UP HIS MIND. 

NOW, LET ME SAY THAT THE INTERAGENCY STUDY PRO- 
POSED BY SECRETARY VANCE WOULD INVOLVE ALL AGENCIES, 
INCLUDING THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND THE JOINT CHIEFS 
OF STAFF. ALL AGENCIES WOULD BE INVOLVED IN ARRIVING 
AT THE FINAL RECOMMENDATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 

Q ALL RIGHT. NOW.THE POINT IS: WAS THIS LETTER SENT 
WITHOUT CONSULTATION WITH THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, AND IS 
THAT CONTRARY TO PROCEDURE? 

A GREAT POINT HAS BEEN MADE OF THE CLOSENESS OF 
SECRETARY VANCE AND SECRETARY BROWN IN CONSIDERING MANY 
ISSUES. IS THIS AN ABERRATION OR IS THERE SOME FUNDA- 
MENTAL REASON HERE FOR THIS DIFFERENCE? 

A I KNOW THAT SECRETARY VANCE AND SECRETARY BROWN 
CONSULT QUITE FREQUENTLY: AND AS TO WHAT THE NORMAL 
PROCEDURES ARE, I'M JUST NOT SURE. BUT THERE IS NO 
ATTEMPT TO CUT THE PENTAGON OUT OF THIS. IN FACT, THE 
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PENTAGON WILL BE A MEMBER. IF THE PRESIDENT AGREES 
THAT AN INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE SHOULD BE SET UP TO 
STUDY THIS QUESTION, THE PENTAGON WOULD BE ON THAT TASK 
FORCE, ACCORDING TO THE RECOMMENDATION WHICH SECRETARY 
VANCE MADE. 

Q THE STORY IN THE TIMES SAYS THAT BROWN WROTE TO 
BREZEZINSKI ON FRIDAY PROTESTING THAT THE PENTAGON HAD 
BEEN IGNORED IN FASHIONING THE PROPOSAL AND THAT THE 
VANCE LETTER SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SENT TO THE PRESIDENT 

BEFORE THE VIEWS OF THE DEFENSE OFFICIALS WERE SOUGHT. 
DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE ANY RESPONSE TO THAT? 
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A NO, I HAVE NO RESPONSE TO THAT; BUT I'M SURE THAT 
NOW THEY ARE BEING CONSULTED ABOUT THE PROPOSAL. I 
DON'T THINK THERE WAS ANY TRICKSTERISM INVOLVED HERE. 

Q WERE THEY CONSULTED BEFORE THE - 

Q WHERE DID THE PROPOSAL ORIGINATE? 

A I'D HAVE TO CHECK THAT. THE ARTICLE THIS MORNING 
SAID THAT IT ORIGINATED AT THE ARMS CONTROL AND DIS- 
ARMAMENT AGENCY, BUT I'D HAVE TO CHECK THAT FOR YOU. 

Q WELL, I'M TRYING TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT IS SIMPLY PASSING ON A PROPOSAL HERE OR 
WHETHER THE STATE DEPARTMENT ITSELF IS PARTICULARLY 
INTERESTED IN IT. 

4. QUESTIONS TAKEN AND PREPARED RESPONSE. 

Q WHERE DID THE PROPOSALFOR AN INTERAGENCY STUDY 
OF THIS QUESTION ORIGINATE? 

Q DID THE STATE DEPARTMENT SIMPLY PASS ON A PRO- 
POSAL TO THE PRESIDENT OR IS THE DEPARTMENT ITSELF 
INTERESTED IN IT? 

A (ANSWER TO BOTH QUESTIONS). AS PART OF THE US 
GOVERNMENT'S PREPARATION FOR THE UNITED NATION'S 
SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT, THE ARMS CONTROL 
AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY DEVELOPED A LIST OF ISSUES 
THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED IN FORMULATING THE UNITED 
STATES POSITION. ONE ISSUE IDENTIFIED BY ACDA WAS 
THE QUESTION OF A CUT-OFF OF THE PRODUCTION OF FISSION 
ABLE MATERIAL FOR WEAPONS USE BY THE US AND USSR. 
SECRETARY VANCE AGREED THAT THIS QUESTION, WHICH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HAS BEEN A LONG-STANDING US PROPOSAL, SHOULD BE 
EXAMINED IN PREPARATION FOR THE SP:CIAL SESSION. A 
JOINT MEMORANDUM RECOMMENDING THAT THE PRESIDENT 
COMMISSION AN INTERAGENCY STUDY OF THE QUESTION WAS 
THEN PREPARED BY STATE AND ACDA FOR SUBMISSION TO 
THE PRESIDENT. 

5. FOR LONDON: THE ABOVE IS FOR YOUR BACKGROUND IN CASE 
THE FCO RAISES THIS ISSUE IN CONNECTION WITH PREVIOUS 
INQUIRIES ON US INTENTIONS (LONDON 2787). 

6. FOR MOSCOWTOKYO. OTTOWA:FYI. VANCE 
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APR 4, 1978 REPEATED TO YOU QUOTE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 086821 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, US, UN, UK, UR 

SUBJECT: PRESS COVERAGE ON CUT-OFF OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS MA- 
TERIALS 

REF: LONDON 2787 STATE 54218 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 086821 


1 . NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE APRIL 3 REPORTED THAT DEFENSE 
SECRETARY BROWN HAS EXPRESSED CONCERN TO THE WHITE HOUSE 
OVER A STATE DEPARTMENT/ACDA PROPOSAL CALLING FOR A 
STUDY ON THE POSSIBILITY OF NEGOTIATING AN AGREEMENT 
BANNING THE PRODUCTION OF MATERIALS FOR NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE TIMES, SECRETARY BROWN NOTED THAT 
THE PENTAGON SHOULD HAVE BEEN CONSULTED BEFORE THE PRO- 
POSAL WAS FORWARDED TO THE WHITE HOUSE AND THAT A 
MATERIALS CUT-OFF AT THIS TIME COULD PRECLUDE THE AC- 
QUISITION OF ADEQUATE WEAPONS EVEN IF SALT TWO WERE TO BE 
ACHIEVED. 

3. THERE FOLLOWS VERBATIM TEXT OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
ON THIS SUBJECT AT THE DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING APRIL 3. 
DEPARTMENT'S PREPARED FOLLOW-UP TO TWO QUESTIONS TAKEN 
AT THE BRIEFING IS ALSO PROVIDED: 

Q TOM, ARE YOU BRIEFED AT ALL ON THE REPORTED DIS- 
PUTE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE PENTAGON - 
NAMELY, SECRETARY BROWN - CONCERNING A PROPOSAL BY 
SECRETARY VANCE TO THE WHITE HOUSE TO BAN A PRODUCTIONOF 
MATERIAL USED IN NUCLEAR WEAPONS? 

A ALL SECRETARY VANCE REQUESTED WAS THE COMMISSIONING 
OF AN INTERAGENCY STUDY. HE RECOGNIZES THAT THERE ARE 
GOOD ARGUMENTS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE QUESTION. THE 
SECRETARY THINKS THAT THIS - 

Q COULD YOU GO A LITTLE SLOWER, PLEASE? 

A YES 
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THE SECRETARY - THAT IS, SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE - 
THINKS THAT THIS COULD BE A GOOD IDEA, BUT HE WOULD 
NATURALLY AWAIT THE RESULTS OF THE PROPOSED STUDY. HE 
HAS NOT MADE UP HIS MIND. 

NOW, LET ME SAY THAT THE INTERAGENCY STUDY PRO- 
POSED BY SECRETARY VANCE WOULD INVOLVE ALL AGENCIES, 
INCLUDING THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND THE JOINT CHIEFS 
OF STAFF. ALL AGENCIES WOULD BE INVOLVED IN ARRIVING 
AT THE FINAL RECOMMENDATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 

Q ALL RIGHT. NOW.THE POINT IS: WAS THIS LETTER SENT 
WITHOUT CONSULTATION WITH THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, AND IS 
THAT CONTRARY TO PROCEDURE? 

A GREAT POINT HAS BEEN MADE OF THE CLOSENESS OF 
SECRETARY VANCE AND SECRETARY BROWN IN CONSIDERING MANY 
ISSUES. IS THIS AN ABERRATION OR IS THERE SOME FUNDA- 
MENTAL REASON HERE FOR THIS DIFFERENCE? 

A I KNOW THAT SECRETARY VANCE AND SECRETARY BROWN 
CONSULT QUITE FREQUENTLY: AND AS TO WHAT THE NORMAL 
PROCEDURES ARE, I'M JUST NOT SURE. BUT THERE IS NO 
ATTEMPT TO CUT THE PENTAGON OUT OF THIS. IN FACT, THE 
PENTAGON WILL BE A MEMBER. IF THE PRESIDENT AGREES 
THAT AN INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE SHOULD BE SET UP TO 
STUDY THIS QUESTION, THE PENTAGON WOULD BE ON THAT TASK 
FORCE, ACCORDING TO THE RECOMMENDATION WHICH SECRETARY 
VANCE MADE. 

Q THE STORY IN THE TIMES SAYS THAT BROWN WROTE TO 
BREZEZINSKI ON FRIDAY PROTESTING THAT THE PENTAGON HAD 
BEEN IGNORED IN FASHIONING THE PROPOSAL AND THAT THE 
VANCE LETTER SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SENT TO THE PRESIDENT 
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BEFORE THE VIEWS OF THE DEFENSE OFFICIALS WERE SOUGHT. 

DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE ANY RESPONSE TO THAT? 

A NO, I HAVE NO RESPONSE TO THAT; BUT I'M SURE THAT 
NOW THEY ARE BEING CONSULTED ABOUT THE PROPOSAL. I 
DON'T THINK THERE WAS ANY TRICKSTERISM INVOLVED HERE. 

Q WERE THEY CONSULTED BEFORE THE - 
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Q WHERE DID THE PROPOSAL ORIGINATE? 

A I'D HAVE TO CHECK THAT. THE ARTICLE THIS MORNING 
SAID THAT IT ORIGINATED AT THE ARMS CONTROL AND DIS- 
ARMAMENT AGENCY, BUT I'D HAVE TO CHECK THAT FOR YOU. 

Q WELL, I'M TRYING TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT IS SIMPLY PASSING ON A PROPOSAL HERE OR 
WHETHER THE STATE DEPARTMENT ITSELF IS PARTICULARLY 
INTERESTED IN IT. 

4. QUESTIONS TAKEN AND PREPARED RESPONSE. 

Q WHERE DID THE PROPOSALFOR AN INERAGENCY STUDY 
OF THIS QUESTION ORIGINATE? 

Q DID THE STATE DEPARTMENT SIMPLY PASS ON A PRO- 
POSAL TO THE PRESIDENT OR IS THE DEPARTMENT ITSELF 
INTERESTED IN IT? 

A (ANSWER TO BOTH QUESTIONS). AS PART OF THE US 
GOVERNMENT'S PREPARATION FOR THE UNITED NATION'S 
SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT, THE ARMS CONTROL 
AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY DEVELOPED A LIST OF ISSUES 
THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED IN FORMULATING THE UNITED 
STATES POSITION. ONE ISSUE IDENTIFIED BY ACDA WAS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THE QUESTION OF A CUT-OFF OF THE PRODUCTION OF FISSION 
ABLE MATERIAL FOR WEAPONS USE BY THE US AND USSR. 
SECRETARY VANCE AGREED THAT THIS QUESTION, WHICH 
HAS BEEN A LONG-STANDING US PROPOSAL, SHOULD BE 
EXAMINED IN PREPARATION FOR THE SP:CIAL SESSION. A 
JOINT MEMORANDUM RECOMMENDING THAT THE PRESIDENT 
COMMISSION AN INTERAGENCY STUDY OF THE QUESTION WAS 
THEN PREPARED BY STATE AND ACDA FOR SUBMISSION TO 
THE PRESIDENT. 

5. FOR LONDON: THE ABOVE IS FOR YOUR BACKGROUND IN CASE 
THE FCO RAISES THIS ISSUE IN CONNECTION WITH PREVIOUS 
INQUIRIES ON US INTENTIONS (LONDON 2787). 

6. FOR MOSCOW TOKYO, OTTAWA: FYI. VANCE UNQUOTE 
VANCE 
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